
The content of these research bulletins will hopefully 
be found useful by all stakeholders and role players in 
the gambling industry and the public. The aim is to stay 
abreast of the latest trends in gambling behaviour and 
to assist in policy-making and strategic decision 
making. This is a direct outcome of the mandate of the 
NGB as  described in the National Gambling Act 
(Act no 7 of 2004).(Act no 7 of 2004).

BULLETIN



Overall, trends in gambling behaviour 
remained stable between March and 
November 2011, with April 2012 survey 
revealing a downward trend in the incidents of 
gambling. 

MMore than three-quarters, 80.3% of South 
Africans did not gamble at all, while only 19.7% 
reported that they have gambled in the last 12 
months.  

TThe shift between March 2011 and April 2012 is 
significant given the increase in between 
waves. In-depth analysis revealed that males 
are more predisposed to gambling than fe-
males; that whites, coloureds and Indians are 
gambling disproportionally more than black 
South Africans. Gambling is more prevalent in 
tthe age groups 25-54 years. 

Gambling is more prevalent amongst the 
middle to higher income groups; those with 
some secondary or higher qualification and 
persons with a job. People segmented as LSM 6 
and higher are more likely to gamble than 
those in the LSM1-5 segments; less so in deep 
rural and semi rural areas.

The National Gambling Board (NGB) conducts tracking research aimed at monitoring gambling behaviour in 
South Africa. This report is based on data from a nationally representative survey conducted in April 2011, 
November 2011 and April 2012.



In addition to lotto,  scratch cards (12.4%), 
Fafi/iChina (8.2%), slot machines at casinos 
(7%) and lucky draws (6.8%), complete the list 
of top 5 most preferred gambling formats. 
Gambling on Limited Pay Out Machines does 
not feature in the top ten popular gambling 
formats.  Between November 2011 and April 
2012,2012, data reveals a significant increase in 
people who have not gambled, up 4.4% from 
75.9% to 80.3%, a nett gain from those who 
have gambled.

Level of at risk gambling in the total 
SA population 
(18 years and older)

Playing the national lottery remains the 
most popular form of gambling with 87% of 

all gamblers participating in it. 

While 19.7% of the total population (18 years and older) 
reported that they have participated in any form of 
gambling, 12.4% of all South Africans play the Lotto 


